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C A PAC I T Y  B U I L D I N G
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The long-term goal of the USA-China Agricultural Injury Research Training Project is 

to develop the needed infrastructure for future sustainable injury research in China. 

Establishment of highly capable injury research centers in China will be critical both for 

attracting talented scientists and for training the injury research workforce of the future.

While committed to collaborating with existing injury research centers, such as Tongji 

Injury Control Research Center, our researchers aspire to help build new centers of 

excellence. The Southeast University Injury Prevention Research Institute is the first of 

these new centers. Created in Spring 2010 by the Southeast University in Nanjin, Jiangsu 

Province, the mission of the institute is to conduct multidisciplinary injury research 

in road safety, agricultural injuries and childhood injuries, and occupational safety 

training. One of the driving forces behind the institute is Xujun Zhang, MD, PhD, the 

newly designated Institute President. The idea of creating an injury prevention research 

institute was cultivated while he was trained at the Center for Injury Research and Policy 

at Nationwide Children’s Hospital. His perseverance and the support from leaders at the 

Southeast University and his US colleagues made his dream come true.          

��������	�������������	���������������������������
�������

Substantial training time at each workshop is devoted to Institutional Review Board (IRB) 

policies and to the ethics of human subjects research. The IRB sessions are lead by Celia S. 
Walker, MA, whose expertise comes from 14 years of professional experience at Colorado 

State University handling research integrity issues and IRB regulations. 

During the first training workshop in October 2007, leaders of the Tongji School of Public 

Health were inspired by Ms. Walker’s lectures and decided to create their own IRB in May 

2008. This IRB is composed of 12 members and currently manages more than 20 research 

projects each year.

The IRB of Tongji School of Public Health is officially registered at the United States of 

America Office for Human Research Protections (Registration No.: IORG0005769). This 

ensures that internationally accepted research subject regulations and IRB policies are 

followed. Faculty of the USA-China Agricultural Injury Research Training Project provided 

guidance during the registration process.
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T R A I N E E ’S  T E S T I M O N Y

My name is Min Shen. I am a 

lecturer at the School of Public 

Health, Tongji Medical College, 

Huazhong University of Science and 

Technology, Wuhan, China. I participated in the first 

training workshop of the USA-China Agricultural 

Injury Research Training Project in October 2007 in 

China. And then, I was selected and trained at the 

Colorado Injury Control Research Center, Colorado 

State University (CICRC) in 2008. 

I have great interest in injury research, and I had 

been involved in some epidemiological studies on 

women’s injury, traffic injury, bicycle injury among 

students and injury among left-behind children in 

rural China. I participated in the last three seminars 

as a translator, which gave me great opportunities to 

improve my spoken English. 

The USA-China Agricultural Injury Research 

Training Project provided a perfect opportunity 

for me to continue my research in the areas of 

injury prevention and control. When I was at the 

CICRC, I attended classes, such as Epidemiology 

of Occupational Illness and Injuries and Global 

Perspectives in Health, developed a research plan 

for studying injuries among farm adolescents, 

prepared a manuscript in English and submitted 

a grant application. As a visiting scholar, I had 

an opportunity to work closely with Dr. Lorann 

Stallones, an international expert on injuries and 

health of farmers and farm adolescents. 

During the training period, I published a manuscript 

about non-fatal injuries among left-behind children 

in China in the journal of Injury Prevention. Before 

I returned to China, I was informed that my 

application, “Agricultural Injuries Among Adolescents 

in Hubei, China” was funded as one of the seed 

projects of the USA-China Agricultural Injury 

Research Training Project.

Even though China is one of the largest agricultural 

countries in the world with more than 800 million 

farmers, little research attention has been paid to 

injuries among farmers. This project provides an 

excellent training opportunity to young scientists 

who aspire to advance injury research in China. 

Min Shen, MD, PhD, Lecturer, 
Tongji School of Public Health, Wuhan, China
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This training project ignited my enthusiasm about injury research!  
It enriched both my career and life experience.

Guanghong Yang, MD, MS
2nd Workshop Trainee, Associate Professor, 

Guiyang Medical University, School of Public Health, Guiyang, Guizhou
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F R O M  T H E  C L A S S R O O M  TO  T H E  F I E L D

The USA-China Agricultural Injury Research Training 
Project is the cradle that cultivates agricultural injury 
researchers in China.

Guoqing Hu, MD, PhD
2nd Workshop Trainee, Associate Professor, 
Central South University School of Public Health, Changsha, Hunan
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F U N D I N G  I N F O R M AT I O N

The US faculty set an outstanding example 
for my future injury research.

Ling Xue, MD, MPH
3rd Workshop Trainee, Associate Professor, 

North China Coal Medical University, Tangshan, Hebei

The USA-China Agricultural Injury Research Training Project was supported by a grant from the John E. 

Fogarty International Center, National Institutes of Health, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

(Grant No.: 1D43TW007257-01A2). The views and conclusions in this report are those of the principal 

investigators and do not necessarily reflect the opinions or policies of the funding agency.
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